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End of the Melborn-- birth of OrpheusInterchange@ thePriestley
Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network) meetsevery Tuesday from8pm at the PriestleyCentre for Arts (for-merly the BradfordPlayhouse).The sessions areinformal and providea sounding board formembers� work, aswell as constructivecriticism and feed-back should this berequired.Support, encour-agement and wordsare at the forefront ofthe group�s activities,and all kinds of writ-ing is welcomed:poetry, short and longfiction, plays, mem-oirs, articles andsongs.

The Melborn per-formance eventis dead -- longlive the Melborn per-formance event.Though the monthlyInterchange @ theMelborn was closed atthe end of March, KarlDallas has steppedinto the breach tolaunch Orpheus.The venue, datesand times remain thesame (8.30pm start onthe last Wednesday of

every month at theMelborn on WhiteAbbey Road), but theevent is singificantlydifferent from anythingthat has gone before.Starting with thevery first Orpheus onApril 24th, headlineperformers fromacross the country andthe county are to bebooked to give us theirsong or verse.Bingley poet AlanWhitaker is the firstguest star and the sup-porting act will be JoeStead. 
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TYKE Writer, the monthlynewsletter of theInterchange (BradfordWriters� Network) is one year oldthis month.In the time since it was launched,these pages have sought to trackand record the activities of both thegroup and its members, as well aspersuade other writers to join the

fold. Members have also gained thechance to see their work in print.Previous issues have seenpoems by Howard Frost, DavidRiley, Kissemmee Daniel, MirandaRook, Joe Ogden, Thom the WorldPoet, Patrick Blues, Chris J Adams,and of course, the editor of thisesteemed publication.The pages are always open tomembers� work � be it poetry orprose. So keep scribbling..

O n e   Y e a r   O nT h i s   i s s u e . . .P r i s o n   w r i t e r s ,p o e t r y   b y   A n nM o r g a n   a n dA r i f   K h a n ,P r i e s t l e y   A r t sw e e k e n d ,   n e w s ,v i e w s   a n de v e n t s .

A new monthly performance venue hasbeen launched to replace the oldMelborn event. Mark Cantrell reports

Continued on page 3
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The  Chase
For months,the Grim Reaper he did chase,�til at last,he could no more.With nostrength or willhe lay to restand the Grim Reaper did come ashore.

Ann Morgan 

Sleeplessin  poetryTYKE Writer editorMark Cantrell pub-lished his second col-lection of poetry lastmonth. Deus ExInsomnia contains thir-ty of his poetic scrib-blings written during2001 and 2002. TheA5 sized booklet costs£4 and is availablefrom the author. Thepublication follows thelaunch of his first col-lection last year,Confessions Of APoetry Virgin.

INMATES at LeedsPrison, formerlyArmley, are to begiven the chance toexpress their cre-ative side with theappointment of theprison�s first writer inresidence.Fortunately, for RuthMalkin, who startedthis month, the jobdoes not mean thatshe must literally takeup residence at theCategory B institution. She will be expect-ed to work with prison-ers to develop a prisonmagazine, hold work-shops during the day,and work closely withthe institution�s dramagroup and educationdepartment to developthe inmate�s self-expression throughcreative writing.�I�ll work with theprisoners on what is

performance poetry,get them to practicetheir performance andthen hopefully getthem �slamming� withpeople from outside,�Ruth says. A �slam� isa kind of poetry com-petition.Her appointmenthas followed the suc-cess of writers in resi-dence at other institu-tions. These are rununder the auspices ofthe Prison Writers�Network. Thoughlinked to this success-ful initiative, Ruth�sappointment and thescheme at Leeds isrun by Leeds ArtsArena.�For the prisonersit�s another level ofactivity,� she adds.There is also thenotion of rehabilitationin the establishment ofthe scheme. �It�s about creativethinking. When some-

Writing  on  the  prison  wall
one has been toldtheir thinking is wrong,and it�s so wrong thatthey have been lockedup for it, then any wayof encouraging themto think differently isuseful.�Perhaps somepeople are insidebecause they have dif-ficulty managing theiranger. With a pen anda piece of paper,they�ll be able to man-age their anger in adifferent kind of way.�It won�t mean thatmiraculously nobodyre-offends again, butto just change the atti-tudes and outlook ofone or two people willbe an outstandingsuccess � especiallyconsidering the costsinvolved in keepingthem locked up. If Ican keep one personout of prison for oneyear, then I will havepaid for myself. But it�snot just about money,of course, it�s alsoabout quality of life.�"The job is expectedto last for a year, andfollows a successfulstint working in disabil-ity arts in Leeds and,of course, her longassociation withInterchange.�It�s a wonderfulopportunity,� Ruthadds. �I feel absolutelythrilled at every aspectof the job. I feelincredibly privilegedabout being given thisopportunity. �I feel that as a per-son, as a writer, I amready for this. It�s whatI have been workingtowards all my life.�

Mark Cantrell talks to Ruth Malkin abouther new job as a �prison writer�...
C h a n g eo f   v e n u e

BRADFORD PoetryWorkshop (BPW)has changed itsvenue and meetingtimes. The group nowmeets at the Beehiveon Westgate and is towork in collaborationwith the BeehivePoets.The first suchmeeting of BPW willtake place on 22ndApril at 8.30pm andthen on the fourthMonday of eachmonth.The group works toprovide constructivecriticism of work. For more informa-tion about BPW con-tact either ClareChapman (01274575993) or BruceBarnes (01274223665).



Alan�s Snow in JuneCollection was pub-lished by RedbeckPress and was a best-seller.The May event willfeature Cream rocklyricist Pete Brown,with Rahel Guzellianas the supporting act.Though Orpheus isnot an �open mic�event, it will featurefour spots each night

for local poets andsinger-songwriters.These slots will beallocated on a firstcome first servedbasis.Entry on the doorwill cost £4 or £2 con-cessions, another dif-ference to the oldMelborn event.This was endedafter a period ofdeclinging audiencestriggered the need fora rethink. That a signif-icant audience exists
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M i s t r u s t
Mistrust is trust I missed when it was beinghanded outI missed trust and trust missed meIt was misplaced, without a trace and remains amystery.
I say trust, trust, in-the-bush-down-on-your-knees-with-the-birds-and-the-beesI said trust, trust in-the-bush.
Mistrust can drive you insane, as though youare playing a gamethat has no name, but nonetheless, has animpact upon your brain.But do not strain, nor refrain, for trust can belearnt in time again.
Mistrust is a disease that leaves you ill at-easewondering just who exactly you shouldappease.
Trust got lost somewhere along the wayit probably got lost on a hot sunny day.

Arif Khan

Continued from page 1Orpheus  born for such venues wasshown by the earlierDialogue Throughpoetry event organisedby Lynette ShawMcKone, who had alsohosted the Melbornsince Ruth Malkinvacated the MC slot inthe summer last year.Karl�s notion in cre-ating and launchingthis new event is thatheadline acts will pullin people, thereby cre-ating bigger audiencesfor the local talent to

display their work.Orpheus will alsoprovide material foranother new venture --Radio Orpheus.Recordings of theevening will be pipedthrough the Internet,and made available toa potentially globalaudience throughInternet radio.It will go �live� afterthe April event and canbe found at http://live365.com/ stations/292543.Weekend ArtsINTERCHANGEmembers are totake part in aweekend extravagan-za of arts intended topromote the PriestleyCentre for Arts nextmonth.The Priestley ArtsWeekend runs on the3rd and 4th of May,and will feature come-dy, drama, workshops,music, dance andpoetry. Howard Frost,Patrick Blues, KarlDallas and CarolSolorz has (at the timeof writing) stepped for-ward to addInterchange�s voice tothe event.Students on theElectronic Imaging andMediaCommunicationscourse at theUniversity of Bradfordorganised the weekendas part of their course,but they chose the

Priestley to showcaseits activities and raisethe Little-Germanybased theatre�s profile.�The event is aresponse to the majorfinancial difficultiesexperience by thePriestley during 2001that cast doubt on thefuture of this multipur-pose, historic artsvenue,� said RobBirchall, one of the stu-dents.�The PriestleyCentre for Arts is anessential element for aricher cultural andcommunity landscapein Bradford,� he added.The five studentsset up NewView to pro-mote, organise, andraise funds for theweekend. Tickets costbetween £3 and £10,covering concessions,full weekend, or day.
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The Tyke Writer isthe monthlynewsletter of theInterchange (BradfordWriters� Network).For further details ofthe group, or to getinvolved, come down tothe Priestley Centre forArts, Chapel Street,Little Germany,Bradford. Or contact:Lynette Shaw McKone,Interchange.
Tel: 07930 236122
Email: interchange@brad.communigate.co.uk
Web: http://www.com-munigate.co.uk/brad/interchangeEditorial contribu-tions are wel-come, but will beedited for space andstyle. All contributions mustbear the author�s name,which may appear as abyline. Contributions arealso preferably recievedin type written form.Opinions expressedin this publication arenot necessarily those ofthe Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network).Copyright on all workis retained by the origi-nal authors.Editor: Mark CantrellContact:
Tel: 07986 234372Fax: 0870 1643314Email: editor@soviet62.freeserve.co.uk
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�YOU idiots!You�ve made aright fu�-��Don�t swear, OhMaster-Chef of theCosmic Cake!�God looked atGabriel livid. He couldfeel his veins throb-bing. �Don�t you tellme when I can andcan�t fucking swear! Imade the rules, so I�llbloody break �em if Iwant.�Gabriel lookeddown at his feet andmumbled something. Itbetter be apologetic,God thought. Then headded with a snarl:�What do you think thisis? A fucking democra-cy?�A chorus. �No, Sir.� It did nothing for hismood. The Angelichost huddled togetherlike a bunch ofnaughty children. Eyesdown cast. Feet shuf-fling. The fear theyradiated would savean Antarctic expedition

from exposure. Theyclearly rememberedSatan. Don�t mess withthe Boss, �cos theBoss�ll mess you, hethought.�How could you beso bloody stupid?�They said nothing.Just shuffled a bitmore. When he madethe Angels, he reallyshould have giventhem a bit more back-bone.�Honestly, I go awayfor three million yearsto tidy up all that darkmatter...��We�re sorry yourEminence. It was arush job, and thepaperwork wasn�tclearly written. It wasan honest mistake.��But look at thebloody mess downthere! It�s worse thanthe bloody dinosaurs!�Gabriel lookedaway, and shuffledbehind the otherAngels. Clearly he�ddecided to stand down

as spokesman. Godsuppressed a curse.This one might havehad serious repercus-sions for the fabric ofreality. Instead he irri-tably fiddled with thepencil stub behind hisears, and then placedhis hands in the pock-ets of his overalls.Otherwise, he mightseriously smite thesniveling host in frontof him.�I suppose it�s myown fault,� he added.�That�s what you getwhen you leave abunch of Angels incharge. You were builtto be sycophants �not cosmological engi-neers...��We�re sorry of mas-terful one!��I just don�t see howeven you lot can bethat stupid as to put asoul in the wrongthing! The Cockroachwas supposed to be incharge. I builtHumanity as the comictouch!�
Mark Cantrell

And God Said Unto ThemA short touch of fiction...

HORSHAM�s Muse &Music Society is run-ning its second com-petition for drama-tists, creative writers,actors and poets.Entrants must writeor write and perform amonologue or duo-logue. 

Prizes range from£200 to £50. The clos-ing date is 31 August.For more informa-tional call GwynRedgers (02085431748 or email:gwyn@answergroup.co.uk.
GLOBAL Village Idiotis a new website

dedicated to satire.The site wants writ-ers who want tomake their mark,though it cannotafford to pay.The site is at:http://www. globalvil-lageidiot.co.uk. Emailthe editor Jules at theabove address formore information.

Brief  bits...


