
In terchange Newsle t ter :  August  2002 Page 1

Poet i c   di s sen t   in   thename  of   peaceInterchange@ thePriestley
Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network) meetsevery Tuesday from8pm at the PriestleyCentre for Arts (for-merly the BradfordPlayhouse).The sessions areinformal and providea sounding board formembers� work, aswell as constructivecriticism and feed-back should this berequired.Support, encour-agement and wordsare at the forefront ofthe group�s activities,and all kinds of writ-ing is welcomed:poetry, short and longfiction, plays, mem-oirs, articles andsongs.

WHEN the dogsof war areclamouringfor blood, the dove�scry for peace is asubversive state-ment, but it is also acry for humanity inan inhumane world.Such a dissident crywas heard onThursday, whenBradford CentralLibrary played host tothe launch of thePoets4 Peace antholo-gy Sundoves,Bumblebees and BlueStreak Bananas. Thebook is a collection ofpeace poetry, and was

produced as a reactionto the attack on theWorld Trade Centre onSeptember 11 lastyear.�It was so terrifying,�said Seema Gill. Ithought it was ThirdWorld War. Somethinghad to be done.�So, Seema gottogether with Bradfordpoets Bruce Barnesand Lynette ShawMcKone as well asLondon-based per-formance poet RichardHeley to one small butimportant gesture indefiance of the war-mongers.

The dissidents ofpeace collected withinthe book came from adiverse range of back-grounds, but theircombined voice wasas profound and aspowerful as it was var-ied. The poets and theaudience came from awide range of back-grounds, but they wereunited in their view thatpeace not war is thething.It may surprisethem, but even thesimple act of listeningto this chorus of peacewas a dissident andsubversive act.Richard Heley com-pared the event, whichwas held at thePlatform in the library.He introduced theacts, all of which hadcontributed to thebook. Each performerwas powerful andcompelling, their wordsevocative and thoughtprovoking. Most star-tling, for me, was NickToczek, who readsome hard hitting butinformative poems.As a journalist, itfeels especially tragicthat poets havestepped into the vacu-um left by journalism
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online and be seen bya world wide reader-ship,� says groupmoderator SusanDonahue. �Our visionis to be visually excit-ing and offer readers avirtual banquet of sto-ries, poetry, articles,opinions in a formatwhich can beaccessed anywhere.We shall strive for
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The  Rights  and  Ethics  ofChicken  Biryani.CHICKEN Biryani, an hitherto unknown phe-nomena of  human history. A significantsource of nourishment for human kind. A scientific anomaly that baffles  science�sgreatest brains. Devoured in copious quantitiesin both East and West. A metaphysical manifestation of the highestform of Karma, on your dish, in your restaurantor in your dining room. All praise to ChickenBiryani! Arif Khan

to inform, educate and entertain. But this haslong been a role of poets, since before ever anewspaper was printed, or journalists began topreen themselves with their self-serving ideologyof �neutrality and unbias�, which tends only tonod in the direction of the rich and powerful.Truth is partisan, and this is something longknown by poets.In all, the night proved a successful andpoignant launch of this collection of dissentingvoices: one among many throughout the world.For those dismayed by the prospects of war, it isone glimmer of hope � that there are peopleprepared to listen to the dove not the dog..Sundoves, Bumblebees & Blue StreakBananas (ISBN 0 9535626 0 3) costs £6.99(Cheques payable to �Poets4Peace� (add 65p forP+P)). Freyja Press, PO Box 33082, London,W9 3WA.

Dissen t   in   the   name  of   peace
Continued from page 1

N e w   e z i n e   j u s t   t h e   t i c k e tSUBMISSIONSare wanted for anew literaryezine to be launchedin October by onlinewriters� groupTicket2Write, writesMark Cantrell. The first edition willbe launched on the 1stOctober this year, andthereafter will run witha quarterly schedule.

The deadline for initialsubmissions is the 1stSeptember. The zineis called Ticket2Writeand guidelines can befound at:http://www.ticket2write.com. �This is an excitingopportunity for sometalented writers, poets,artists and photogra-phers to be published

high quality and origi-nality, so if you shareour vision and if youwant to write for us wewould love to hearfrom you.�Contact the editorsat:t2writer@yahoo.com. 
Check out thegroup at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ticket2write.Brief  bits...THIS month�s Orpheuswill feature a night ofreadings and songdedicated (and takenfrom) the works ofWoodie Guthrie.It will follow thepoetry slam organisedto find the Bradfordteam for the Bristolcompetition in August(see next page).

INTERCHANGE veter-an Karl Dallas returnedfrom his visit toPalestine, with thesounds of conflict stillringing in his ears.He  discusses hisadventures in Nablusat St Paul�s Church,Manningham, 21stAugust @ 7.30pm.He might even readsome of his work!
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Writ ing  Boys
Watch out!The scribesAre on the piss.From pub to clubThey stagger,Belching out theVerse.Don�t get closeOr you�ll hear �em shout:�You looking at my word?�No simile is safe.No cliché too sour.No grammar too crudeFor these wide boysOf prose.Pint after pintOf muse juice they downUntil the words beginTo slur.No problem,For these boys,Their chat up linesAre worse.After the club,The curry,And our scribesAre worse for wear.By now their wordsAre slurryBut they don�t seem to care.No menu is safeFrom their criticalTongue-lash blade,As their superior air consumesPoppadoms & bhajies,Meat curry and sauce.Then taxi home,The night now done,They stagger to bed.And in the morning,Headache in hand,They find the Inspiration they sought,As the verbal diarrhoea Flows.

Mark Cantrell

AS part of the BristolPoetry Festival,inOctober there will be apoetry slam involving teamsof two from the U.K citiesvying to be European Capitalof Culture in 2008. Bradford is running a contestto select the Bradford team; theevent takes place at Orpheus,the Melborn, White AbbeyRd,Bradford on Wednesday28/8/02 at 8.30p.m. The rules for the Bradfordheat are in part modelled onthose of the Bristol event andare as follows:
All contestants must be avail-able for the City of CultureSlam in Bristol on 5/10/02, andbe willing to be involved inBradford publicity prior to theevent.(Travel grants and accommo-dation will be provided by theBristol organisers.)
Contestants must make

themselves known to the doorstaff  at the Melborn by 8.00pmon 28/8/02
Each contestant to performtheir own poem about Bradfordto last 2 and a half minutes.
Each contestant to performanother poem of their own onany theme lasting three min-utes.
No props are to be used.
Judging will take place aftereach poem and will be basedon quality of writing,quality ofperformance and audiencereaction. Judges will score 1-10and points will be deducted forreading overtime.
Heats will be arrangedaccording to the numbers tak-ing part, with the winner andrunner up going on to the Cityof Culture Slam in Bristol.
The competition in Bristol willfeature prizes of £150 for thewinning team and £100 for thebest individual performer.

Slam hard for BradfordBruce Barnes explainsabout the forthcoming head tohead against poets...

THERE�S always one, asInterchange discoveredlast month when thePriestley closed for Summer.As an alternative, the grouptried the Cock & Bottle, but dis-covered it was far fromamenable to literary delights.One patron sent a notethrough the door, of such witand sophistication that Oscar

Wilde has cancelled his plannedcomeback tour: �Poetry -- keep masturbating�,the local wit advised.Interchange will leave that tothe penless wonder whoscrawled the note, but was he infact trying to tell us why the pubis so named? Hmm, thought thebeer tasted funny...

Cock  in  bottle?  No  thanks  it�ll  ruin  the  beer
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The Tyke Writer isthe monthlynewsletter of theInterchange (BradfordWriters� Network).For further details ofthe group, or to getinvolved, come down tothe Priestley Centre forArts, Chapel Street,Little Germany,Bradford. Or contact:
Email: interchange@brad.communigate.co.uk
Web: http://www.com-munigate.co.uk/brad/interchangeEditorial contribu-tions are wel-come, but will beedited for space andstyle. All contributions mustbear the author�s name,which may appear as abyline. Contributions arealso preferably recievedin type written form.Opinions expressedin this publication arenot necessarily those ofthe Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network).Copyright on all workis retained by the origi-nal authors.Editor: Mark CantrellContact:
Tel: 07986 234372Fax: 0870 1643314Email: tykewriter@supanet.com

Copyright  (C)August 2002

M a k e   l o v e   a n d   w i nLOVE might hurt, but it couldcertainly pay for a handful oflucky entrants to a nationalcompetition for love poetry. Sostop whispering sweet nothingsand get them written down.Winning entries to the 9th opencompetition for love poems will bepublished in How Do I Love Thee?magazine. Final judging will be car-ried out by Ruth Padel.Closing date for entries is 28thSeptember 2002 and each submit-ted poem must be accompanied by£3 entry fee. Prizes range from£500 for the first prize, £100 forsecond prize, £50 for third andfourth and there will be a further 20special commendations earning a£10 book token. All of the prize win-ners and commended entries will bepublished in the magazine.Entries should be sent to: HowDo I Love Thee? magazine, PoetryLife Publishing, No 1 Blue BallCorner, Water lane, Winchester,
Hampshire, SO23 0ER. Chequesshould be made payable to �PoetryLife�. Back issues of the magazineare available from this address(price £3). Mark Cantrell

1. Entry fee of £3 for each poem.
2. Poems must be the original workof the entrant

3. Poemsmust nothave beenpreviouslypublished ina book, orbeen a prizewinner in acompetition(publicationin magazinesor journalsare accept-able).

4. Entries are judged anonymouslyand should not be by lined. A sepa-rate A4 sheet should be includedwith name and address and a list ofpoem titles and first lines.
5. Poems are regarded as copiesand cannot be returned. So don�tsend originals.
6. Copyright remains with theauthor
7. No one may win more than oneprize per competition.
8. You can make as many entriesas you wish, in any style up to 80lines.

Deaf!
A word like a birdEscaped fromThat last formationThat sentenceMaking nonsenseOf the senseYou gave meGive it to me againEntire and louder.
Gloria Dallas

C o n d i t i o n s   o f   e n t r y


