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The  hea t   i s   onInterchange@ thePriestley
Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network) meetsevery Tuesday from8pm at the PriestleyCentre for Arts (for-merly the BradfordPlayhouse).The sessions areinformal and providea sounding board formembers� work, aswell as constructivecriticism and feed-back should this berequired.Support, encour-agement and wordsare at the forefront ofthe group�s activities,and all kinds of writ-ing is welcomed:poetry, short and longfiction, plays, mem-oirs, articles andsongs.

LAST month�sOrpheus sawthe selection ofBradford�s team forthe forthcoming Cityof Culture Poetryslam to be held inBristol this October.Local poets � andnewcomers to theInterchange scene �Trish Dillon and KevinFlaherty won the firstand second prizesrespectively and so willrepresent Bradford.They will face atough challenge,according to eventorganiser BruceBarnes. �Other citieshave much more of atradition of slam, but Iam hoping they will doreasonably well inBristol.�This was the firstslam � or competition� that Bruce hasorganised. It has beensomething of an ambi-tion of his to organiseone here in Bradford. .�It went exceptionallywell, being the firstslam I have everorganised,� he added.�I saw one put on inNew York earlier thisyear. We had a niceblend of poetry and thetwo people that won

certainly deserve it.The poems aboutBradford were livelyand they picked up thecharacter of the city.�Five poets, mostlynewcomers went headto head to win theprizes of £150 travelexpenses and £100prize money. A packedaudience at theMelborn (the biggestInterchange has seenfor some time) weredazzled by some hardhitting and powerfulpoems.Competing wastough for the fiveentrants The ruleswere simple: a poemabout Bradford nolonger than two and

half minutes followedby a poem on anytheme no longer thanthree minutes.�Judging is aboutwhat�s been said, howit�s performed and howthe audience respond,�Bruce said. �The morenoise the audiencemakes, the morepoints the performergets.�It proved somewhattough, and timekeeperKarl Dallas cut offmore than one per-former. Between slots,Bruce provided somedazzlingly weird and attimes �in yer face� com-paring.The two winners willgo on to representBradford in the Bristolslam organised on 5thOctober. Teams from 
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Two poets won the chance to representBradford in a national slam competitionlast month. Mark Cantrell reports

Continued on page 2T o c z e k   i t   o u t
BEST-selling poet Nick Toczek is thismonth�s headline performer at Interchange�smonthly Orpheus poetry and song event.And if that isn�t enough to blow your mind, nextmonth Thom the World poet will be back inBradford to hold the top slot to conclude his lat-est UK tour.Hear Nick, Wednesday 25th September andThom on October 30th at the Melborn on WhiteAbbey Road, Bradford, from 8.30pm.Floor spots will be available for local poets totread the boards. Sign up at 8pm (first come, firstserved).
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each city bidding to be culture capital in 2008will be competing for a prize of £500 and thechance to add a notch to their home town�schances.FOLLOWING the slam, Orpheus presented KarlDallas�s tribute to Woody Guthrie, which includ-ed a personal message from the American folksinger�s son Arlo, and a world premiere of hisrecording of Do Re Mi.�This has never before been heard outsidethe recording studio,� Karl told the audience.Interchange members read extracts of hiswork and musicians including Tim Moon andband play For Ale, along with Interchange�sCarol Solorz, sang his songs. It was at timeschaotic, the performers mostly being inexperi-enced at such performances, but the showcame off a treat.

Thom�s   sky -h i gh   bus   she l t e r

Continued from page 1

THE BradfordMetro bus shel-ter has at itsbase a bulging apronstring of polyplasticin a yellow that mim-ics freshly sandblasted Yorkshirestone.  Above this is ahump of perspex benttowards the expecta-tion of being a green-house or an observa-tory but the darkenedroof disappoints.   Thom heads aqueue. The people in itare featureless, patientsouls, who are able towait, the queue con-tracting and expanding

without the someoneleaving in a huff orturning up in hope. I know that I amone of the featurelesspeople in the queueand this is utterlypleasurable. Thephrase �out of bodyexperience� doesn�t cutthe mustard. To referto the itchy, twitchy,house of sensations isto remain locked upinside it.  I am talkingabout an absence ofreflection, the voidthat�s filled up withcolour sight and soundparachuted in from anelsewhere.  I�m in andout of the bus queuePoetry  s lam  winners

as the living antithesisof self consciousness.The case for atimetable is blank.Thom looks up at thebus stop sign that�sfixed to a toothpick likepost. There is a num-ber to ring and I guessyou wait in a queue; atthe foot of the sign arethe word �in both direc-tions� and I think Thomhas treated this as apetty rule.  He puts hishand out, as if he wereat a request stop, andthe bus shelter takesoff.

I mean upwards, asopposed to the regula-tion horizontal, in stub-born contradiction tosix trunks that shouldroot the bus shelter tothe pavement.  Tarmaccomes away with theyellow apron string.Thom�s arm returns tohis side and thosewaiting now can lookup through a clearview roof, as the busshelter overtakesclouds or turns intoone. You wait ages fora dream and then onecomes all at once.

When Bruce Barnes dreams there�s notelling where the words will end....

Advert isement

ISBN 0 9535626 0 3. Price £6.99, proceeds go to aidvictims of war. Available from: Freyja Press, PO Box33082, London, W9 3WA. Cheques payable to�Poets4Peace (add 65p for P+P)

�In a world of dark clouds anduncertainty, this book is a rayof sunshine... Come on, givepeace a chance.�
David Barnett, T&A
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THE firstScribble work-shop for dis-abled writers willtake place at LeedsCentral Library, TheHeadrow, Leeds onSaturday 5th Octoberat 1.30 to 4pm.,writes Ruth Malkin.Ruth Collett, play-wright, will run TalkingHeads, Talking Hands.This is about dramatic

monologue/one personshows (like the AlanBennett TalkingHeads.)Disabled/ Deaf peo-ple are welcome.Booking is essential,to make sure thateveryone's accessneeds are met. Pleasebook by e-mailing assoon as possible to:a-scribe @supanet.com.

A new science fiction magazine is calling forsubmission for its second issue. AlternativeSpecies Print Magazine (ASmag) is a quarterlyprint publication, which features horror, sciencefiction and fantasy. Submissions should beemailed as text only ASCII files toasmag@alternatespecies.com. The magazine�sguidelines can be found at its website:http://www.alternatespecies.com.

Talking  heads  &  hands
THE thirdPaddingtonInternationalPoetry Festival willfeature the auction ofa painting estimatedto be worth £2,000 �and it doesn�t evenexist yet.The painting will beproduced by perform-ance painter (andpoet) Richard Heley aspart of the festival, atwhich people will beinvited to participate inits production. The pro-ceeds of the sale willgo to the poets whoperformed at the three-day event.Richard Heley, thedirector of PIPF, estab-lished the event in2000, with a view toshowcasing local poetsand songwriters. Thisyears event will runfrom the 4th to the 6thOctober and has atheme of peace.�In the wake ofSeptember 11, thisyears PaddingtonInternational PoetryFestival intends toshow that poetry is awonderful of gettingthe world into con-structive dialoguerather than conflict,�said Richard. �The fes-tival will provide threedays of stunning per-formance, fun andentertainment withsome top internationalspoken word artistes,songwriters and withthe audience invited toparticipate in a paintingfor peace.�This year, PIPF will

feature a group of fivepoets from Miami,Florida, famed for theircollaborative work. Lip,Tongue and Ear willstage a 30-minuite per-formance piece calledCatch A Fire. The playdeals with ordinarypeople coping withproblems of drugs,poverty, infidelity anddisease.Poets will also betaking part in a poetryslam. Last year�s win-ner Taalam Acey fromthe Nuyorican Café inNew York, who will beback to flex his poeticmuscles as the slamchampion and show-case performer.Other internationalvoices includeManinder Suri, JuneMelby and KatieO�Loughlin fromCalifornia, and AjmerRode from Canada.Local talent will includeAgnes Meadows, BolaAnimashaun, FreddyMacha, Richard Heley,Seema Gill, RichardPereira, Rob Ward andAmarjit Chandan.The venue is atWestbourne Studios,242 Acklam Road,London, W10. Theevent is sponsored by�New Life ForPaddington�.For further informa-tion on the event con-tact Richard Heley atrichardheley@yahoo.co.uk.Mark Cantrell

Paddington�s  message  of  peace
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The Tyke Writer isthe monthlynewsletter of theInterchange (BradfordWriters� Network).For further details ofthe group, or to getinvolved, come down tothe Priestley Centre forArts, Chapel Street,Little Germany,Bradford. Or contact:
Email: interchange@brad.communigate.co.uk
Web: http://www.com-munigate.co.uk/brad/interchangeEditorial contribu-tions are wel-come, but will beedited for space andstyle. All contributions mustbear the author�s name,which may appear as abyline. Contributions arealso preferably recievedin type written form.Opinions expressedin this publication arenot necessarily those ofthe Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network).Copyright on all workis retained by the origi-nal authors.Editor: Mark CantrellContact:
Tel: 07986 234372Fax: 0870 1643314Email: tykewriter@supanet.com

Copyright  (C)September 2002

SUBMISSIONS of short fic-tion are wanted for a newpublication due to belaunched in January next year.Schism is based in Manchester,and will be sold in outlets in thatcity and by mail order. Fiction up to5,000 words long is wanted for theinaugural issue.�Although numerous outlets forfiction exist on the Internet, anywriter will tell you this will always bethe poorer brother to having yourwork in print. Schism�s designershave been briefed to format thepage design around the content ofeach story selected to give avibrant, fresh and individual look toevery contribution,� according tothe editor.There are no restrictions on sub-ject or style, with the exception of

hardcore erotica. The magazine isnot interested in poetry submissioneither. All contributors will receive acopy of the magazine by post, andthe editor claims that all submis-sions will receive feedback on theirwork regardless of whether it isselected for publication or not.Currently, a copy of the maga-zine is the only payment authorswill receive, but the editors plan toapproach North West Arts for fund-ing to provide a cash payment infuture.The deadline for the first(January 2003 issue) is the 31stOctober 2002. Submissions shouldbe sent as a Word attachment toschism.magazine@ntlworld.com.Mark Cantrell

S c h i s m   i n   f i c t i o n

KARL Dallas hasgiven his elec-tronic newslet-ter Verse �n Worseover to Interchangeas an additionalmeans for membersand other writers tocommunicate themuse.Launched lastOctober, he describedit at the time as: �A listfor poets and lyricistsand also those whoenjoy reading poetry.�Now, anyone whosubscribes can post amessage to fellowscribes simply byemailing versen-worse@topica.com.Karl has only onerequest: �no spammingper-lease�.Subscription is freeand is achieved bysending a blank emailto versenworse-sub-scribe@topica.com.Subscribers don�t have

to live in Bradford toregister for thenewsletter.�Interchange hasbeen undergoingsomething of a renais-sance of late,� Karlsays. �Attendance atour monthly publicevents at the Melbornpub are going up andup. And we are attract-ing a new range ofwriters to our weeklyTuesday evening gath-erings at the PriestleyCentre for Arts.�Recently, groupmembers took part inthe Priestley�sHeritage Day, readingpoetry to visitors. Thegroup is also planninga day school on per-formance technique atthe Priestley. Details tocome.

Verse  couldn�t  be  betterBrew Me APage
Brew me a poemAnd make it fast.Pour it in my ears;That goldenHoney-tongued verse.I�ll ingest the wordsAnd digest thethoughtsAnd absorb it throughMy brain.Nutrition for the soul;Those amber words,Scintillating brightLike energy toRecharge my soul.

Mark Cantrell


