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Culture  s l a m m e dInterchange@ thePriestley
Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network) meetsevery Tuesday from8pm at the PriestleyCentre for Arts (for-merly the BradfordPlayhouse).The sessions areinformal and providea sounding board formembers� work, aswell as constructivecriticism and feed-back should this berequired.Support, encour-agement and wordsare at the forefront ofthe group�s activities,and all kinds of writ-ing is welcomed:poetry, short and longfiction, plays, mem-oirs, articles andsongs.

WE wuzrobbed!Well, notexactly. The competi-tion in the Capital ofCulture Slam  wasfierce, and Newcastlefully deserved to winboth the team andindividual prizes, butthe comparativelylow marks receivedby Patricia Dillon andKevin Flahertyseemed unfair. And judging by the

boos which greetedthe judges� marks, theaudience tended toagree.Still, though we did-n�t win, it was a greatexperience for all con-cerned.When you considerthe fact that Kevin andTrish had hardly everperformed in publicbefore they carried offthe honours at theBradford heat in July, ithas been truly wonder-

ful to observe howthey have developedand blossomed in justa couple of months,both as writers andperformers, gaining theconfidence to take onthe rest of Britain inthis gladiatorial battle,and retire from thefield bloody butunbowed.It was a powerfulvindication, as if anywere needed, ofInterchange�s purpose,of encouraging peopleto express themselvesin whatever style or
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Karl Dallas reports on the Capital ofCulture slam in Bristol, and shares somethoughts on the way ahead for Bradford

Continued on page 2IT�S out with the old and inwith the new faces followingInterchange�s AGM at thePriestley last month, when groupmembers elected new officers.Long standing chair and secre-tary Howard Frost and Ruth Malkinhave bowed out, to be replaced byKevin Flaherty as chair, and CarolSolorz as secretary. RahelGuzellian has stood down as treas-urer to be replaced provisionally byJoe Ogden, who also takes overOrpheus Radio.Karl Dallas remains at the helm

of Orpheus, and he will continue asthe editor of the email newsletterVerse n Worse. Bruce Barnes hasagreed to advise the group on mat-ters of fund raising.Among the matters discussedwas the issue of floor spots andentry fees at the monthly Orpheusevent. From now on, performers ofthe six floor spots will gain freeentry at the following month�sevent.The group expressed its heart-felt thanks and gratitude to all out-going officers.

Interchange gets a facelift
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Cul ture   s l am  in   Bri s to l

Gothic  tales  for  barebones

PUBLISHER Skrev Press is looking for experi-mental and gothic stories for online and printpublication. The co-operative company is partic-ularly keen to hear from women writers.The standard of work the company publishesis said to be extremely high, but it is also keento unearth new talent. Skrev�s magazine Text Bones contains newwriting from the likes of Andy Campbell, ChrisFirth, Paul Sutherland, Daithidh Maceochaidh,Dai Parsons and a host of other experimentalwriters.For more information and submission guide-lines go to http://www.skrev-press.com. Oremail: editor@skrev-press.com. 

format they choose,and to be able to standup before their peersand . . . just do it.But the event alsobrought home how farwe in Bradford have togo in the promotion ofperformance and build-ing up an enthusiasticaudience for it.Could we fill 200seats with a noisy,responsive crowd,fierce in their partisan-ship, but ever ready toexpress their apprecia-

tion of excellence,stamping their feet andcheering? I don�t thinkso, not yet, but theway Orpheus is devel-oping, for instance,shows we are headingin the right direction.But the success ofthe slam didn�t happenin isolation. It was partof a city-wide festival,a celebration of thespoken word which putnationally knownnames like JohnCooper Clark, Linton

Kwesi Johnson andBradford�s own Joolstogether with a host oflocal performers.Judging by the caliberof Bristol�s own con-testants in the slam,the local scene isvibrant and excitingenough to attract theordinary punter, whohas no particular inter-est in poetry as such,as long as a good timeis to be had by all.As with all positives,there are negativeaspects to this suc-cess. It tends to focuson the crowd-pleasers,sometimes favouringstyle over content. Weneed to foster writerswho don�t have theexuberance to godown with such anaudience. It was notable thatthe quieter, morereflective work wasgreeted with no morethan polite applause,and was marked downaccordingly, eventhough the restrainedtechnique employed inperformance wasentirely appropriate tothe content, whichwouldn�t have suitedthe louder, more in-your-face style of thetrophy-winners.Where do we gofrom here? I�d like tosee Bradford writersrunning a rolling slam

throughout the year,not only at Orpheusbut in other groupsand venues (like theBeehive and LoveApple) throughout thecity, with a grandfinale, say, inDecember 2003.And we ought sostart thinking about aBradford LiteraryFestival, perhaps coin-ciding with the 2004Bradford Festival.A long time in thefuture? Not really, forsuch a mammothundertaking.Finally, let�s have aword of thanks toBruce Barnes, whobrought the Capital ofCulture Slam to ourattention, obtainedfunding for it fromBradford�s bidders, ranthe local heat in July,and generally pushedthe whole thingthrough, nurturing andencouraging our localwinners, so they coulddistinguish themselvesso well on the nationalstage.And not forgettingthe dedication of ourtwo performers. Trishand Kevin -- we�reproud of you!
Karl Dallas

Continued from page 1
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Meeting
I am a chair,I have a committee.I am the personWithout any gender.Hold it right there,Don�t stray from the point.I�ll only allow What�s on the agenda.
From when we last me,Matters arising?No progress yet?Hardly surprising.Propose a true record,Let�s show our hands.No one dissentingOr taking a stand.
You know this is right,You know it makes sense.All sitting tightAnd secure on the fence.No new direction,No different line.See you next month,Sam place same time.

Kevin Flaherty

WHAT is so special aboutPaddington? That itwas crossed by theRoman highways now roughlytraced by Edgware Road with ahistory of multi-ethnicity ofGreek, Jewish, Asians andArabs in the early 19th century?Or the night of October the 5th,2002 when a young Latino poetfrom Miami, Diane Perez touchedour consciousness with her thun-dering voice? She was iindeedvery close to ripping the 3rdInternational Poetry Slam cashprize from New York Slam cham-pion Taalam Acey.On a very mild October satur-day night, this year�s PaddingtonInternational Poetry Festival washeld in a theatre hall jammed with85 people from all walks of lifecompleting the vision of multieth-nicity. This was the newly estab-lished Westbourne Studios inLondon half a mile from EdgewareRoad. Twelve US and local poetsexcitedly participated in the poetryslam a no holds barred, raucouscompetition. That night when theaudience saw a gladiatorial battleof words worthy of a venue soclose to an ancient Roman settle-ment. We heard the powerfullvoices of performers who flexedtheir poetic muscles and sweatedlike footballers for the highestscores. The judges were pickedrandomly from the audience. �Theatmosphere was intense, mes-merising and awesome,� said

JullianJoseph onethePaddingtonpoetryactivists.Thisunique spo-ken word bonanza was masterminded by an ex hippy RichardHeley when he was travelling withother UK poets on a performancetour of Texas. On that tour werepoets from several UK cities whomuted the idea of setting up a UKpoetry performance circuit whichwould offer incoming Internationalpoets the chance to travel aroundthe UK. Richard Heley himself apoet, song writer, storey teller anda painter succeeds in breakingbarriers and norms across board-ers.�I want to see people from allover the world enrich this event.It�s beautiful to see so many poetswith their diverse voices, coloursand languages get together toinspire and learn from each other.This is a rainbow of colours.There are also many fine and tal-ented artists at grassroots level inthe UK who are not given theopportunity to showcase them-selves and who are often over-looked by closed shop institutions.PIPF offers them a broad platformto show their talents and mix withInternational performers. This yearwe had people from Miami,Florida, Los Angles, New York. 

P o e t s   p o n d e r   P a d d i n g t o nSeema Gill co-hosted the latestPaddington International Poetry Festivalwith Richard Heley. Here she reportsback on what was a vibrant event

Continued on page 4

Seema Gill with RichardHeley, both co-hostedthe Paddington festival
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The Tyke Writer isthe monthlynewsletter of theInterchange (BradfordWriters� Network).For further details ofthe group, or to getinvolved, come down tothe Priestley Centre forArts, Chapel Street,Little Germany,Bradford. Or contact:
Email: interchange@brad.communigate.co.uk
Web: http://www.com-munigate.co.uk/brad/interchangeEditorial contribu-tions are wel-come, but will beedited for space andstyle. All contributions mustbear the author�s name,which may appear as abyline. Contributions arealso preferably receivedin type written form.Opinions expressedin this publication arenot necessarily those ofthe Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network).Copyright on all workis retained by the origi-nal authors.Editor: Mark CantrellContact:
Tel: 07986 234372Fax: 0870 1643314Email: tykewriter@supanet.com
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P a d d i n g t o n   P o e t s

AUDIENCESYorkshire andYorkshire Artshave launched�Yorkshire: Capital ofthe Word� to empha-sise the region as abirthplace of literarytalent and celebratecreativity in theregion.Over the next fewmonths over 200events will showcaseYorkshire talent, suchas the literary festivalsin Ilkley, Sheffield,Beverly and Hull.�Yorkshire has pro-duced and providedinspiration for some ofthe finest writers the

world has seen,� saysthe initiative�s HaideeBell. �Over the nextfew months Yorkshirewill play host to lead-ing exponents of fic-tion, biography andpoetry and encouragehome-grown writers ofall ages to cash in onthe creative vibe.�A booklet has beenpublished detailingCapital of Wordevents, and informa-tion can also beobtained from thewebsite at http://www.digyorkshire.com. Mark Cantrell

Capita l   words

Continued from page 3...
We had spoken words, musicand even a 30 minutes play by atroupe from Miami, Lip Tongue andEar,�  said Richard.
PIPF 2002 was held on the 4th,5th and 6th of October.International poets  Manni Suri,June Melby, Katie O�Loughin,Shamele jenkins, Kristoff Skalet,

Nasheed Jackson, Terry FernandoNewton, Lola Haskins, AinsleyBurrows and Soul Tom Evans cameto entertain and enlighten. Some ofthe local UK performers includedRupert Hopkins, Freddy Macha,Ashley Harrold, Agnes Meadow, NiiParks, Beyonder and CaseyAbonye.
PIPF was hosted by EARTHBEATdirectors Richard Heley and Seema GillA  city�s  poetic  biographyPOETRYBusiness direc-tor PeterSansom and AnnSansom, will be run-ning poetry work-shops for Yorkshirewriters.These will takeplace at the sculpture

gallery in Leeds CityArt Gallery onSaturdays of 19 and26 October and 2 and9 November from11am to 2pm.The creative writingsessions are free, butthere is a practical limitof 12 participants at

any one time.The workshops willbe structured around aseries of �enjoyableand challenging exer-cises designed to findunexpected ideas andsubjects for newpoems�.Some of the poetrythat emerges from thesessions will be pub-lished as part of theCity Poems literatureand new media event.This is to take place inLeeds throughout2003.City Poems isintended to be a �biog-raphy� of the city, writ-ten by people who liveand work there.For more informa-tion check the websiteat: http://www. centrifu-galforces.co.uk or callAndrew Wilson on07980 224927.


