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Tykes  take  a  biteInterchange@ thePriestley
Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network) meetsevery Tuesday from8pm at the PriestleyCentre for Arts (for-merly the BradfordPlayhouse).The sessions areinformal and providea sounding board formembers� work, aswell as constructivecriticism and feed-back should this berequired.Support, encour-agement and wordsare at the forefront ofthe group�s activities,and all kinds of writ-ing is welcomed:poetry, short and longfiction, plays, mem-oirs, articles andsongs.

TYKE poets areplanning to takea bite out of theBig Apple next year,during a poetry tourorganised by BruceBarnes. The questionis: will they bite morethan they can chew?Another questionmight be why NewYork?Bruce answers:�Because as Hilarysaid of Everest � it�sthere. New York is oneof the major culturalcentres of the world,with a really dynamicperformance poetryand slam scene.�"The trip would be alearning experience forthe poets, as well as achance to find new

inspirations and expe-rience. It would alsotake a little bit ofBradford multicultural-ism to the US city. Afitting venue, since itwas many an immi-grant�s first sight of theStates.Despite theBradford theme, andthe predominant cityentourage, Bruce saysit will not be a �tyketake over�. Bradford isa fitting theme to hangthe readings on, aswell as show what

poets in this city arecapable of.Early stages yet, hehas neverthelessreceived interest fromfive poets, includingBrian Docherty fromLondon. He has alsoheard favourably fromat least one venue inNew York, the BoweryPoetry Club .If the planned tripgoes ahead, then theTyke invasion of NewYork�s poetry scenewill take place in April.At the moment, Bruceis considering fundingapplications to assistthose who may nothave the funds to getthere under their ownsteam.
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Inside thisissue...Thom the WorldPoet interviewed,anti-war poetry,news, views andevents.

Mark Cantrell reports on a planned poet-ry tour of New York to take some tykeculture to the Big Apple

RIGHT: Roy Baileywas the headline per-former at an eveningof poetry and songintended to promotean anti-war message.Many an Interchangemember performed atthe Stop the War ben-efit gig at the LoveApple. See story onback page.
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Amber  pr i zes

Scribble
Creative writing workshops run by disabledwriters for disabled writers or would-be writ-ers

Saturday 7th December 1.30 - -  4 .00pm Dreams and Archetypes with Ruth Col lett
Leeds Central Library Meeting Room (LevelAccess via basement and lift to 3rd floor.)Access needs will be met. Please book inadvance a-scribe@supanet.com01274 725541 (phone/minicom)

YOUNG peopleliving the UKand aged 16 to19 are invited toenter a writing com-petition organised byBlack Amber Booksand Bradford 2008.Bradford 2008 is thename of the committeeorganising Bradford�sbid to become theCapital of Culture in2008. The organisationhas themed the com-petition on one ofDavid Hockney�s paint-ings: One LandscapeMany Views. Thisimage has been usedto symbolise the cul-ture campaign and thecity�s diverse multi-cul-tural community. Thisdoes not, however,limit writers to the�great outdoors� butallow them to �let theirimaginations free andembark on an emo-tional, humorous orpersonal journeyswhich describe theirlandscapes� the organ-isation says.Shortlisted entrantsand winners will beinvited to a workshopwith professional writ-ers, and be publishedin an anthology to bepublished by Black

Amber next year. Thewinners themselveswill additionally win alaptop computer.The competitionfeatures five cate-gories: email (thoughtto be the first categoryof its kind in a compe-tition), feature (as inmagazines or newspa-pers), TV/film or radioscripts, poetry andshort stories. Entriesshould be no longerthan 1,500 words or100 lines for poetryand all entries shouldbe previously unpub-lished or broadcast.Entrants may enterany or all of the cate-gories.The deadline forcompetition entries(which must be inEnglish) is Friday, 17January 2003 andshould be sent to Yeh,Write, Bradford 2008,Merchants House,Peckover Street,Bradford, BD1 5BD.Full rules and fur-ther information canbe obtained at:http://www.blackam-ber.com orhttp://www.brad-ford2008.com.Mark Cantrell

NEW Writer mag-azine haslaunched aworkbook especiallyfor writers to keeptrack of their submis-sions as well as jotdown their latestidea.The A5 spiral boundbook consists of 100pages designed totrack submissions,accounts, proposalsand also contains awealth of advice forwriters. A further 100 blankpages are included fornotes and ideas.Contents include:projects and contacts,writers� bookshelf,short story writing andsubmissions, competi-tions advice, personalnotes and records,writers workshops and

conferences, propos-als to publishers,accounts and book-keeping.It is available free ofcharge as part of thesubscription packageto the bi-monthly publi-cation (£22.50), or canbe bought from themagazine for the priceof £10 (includingpostage and packing).Cheques are payableto �the New Writer�.To order a copywrite to: The NewWriter magazine, POBox 60, Cranbrook,Kent, TN17 2ZR.
Mark Cantrell

Writers �  notes

Advert isement

GOT anything to share with fellow scribes?Then scribble it down and get it to Tyke Writer.The newsletter is always keen to hear newsabout what writers are doing, either individually,or as a group. Events, publication successes,activities and so on. Short poetry and prose isalso welcome. To submit work, see the contactdetails on the back page of this issue.

Words  to  f i l l   the  page
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�PERFORMINGconnects me tothe dreams inothers and it sus-tains and maintainsthe dreams in me,�says Thom the WorldPoet.Larger than life,colourful, and a regularvisitor to Bradford,Thom is the reincarna-tion of the ancientbard: a wanderingnomad on a quest tobring the light of verseto all and sundry.Or, as he puts ithimself, he�s a fictionalentity based on theMediaeval ballads: TheBallad of Poor Tom.�Poor Tom has comeinto the world again tosee if he can cure yourdistempered brain.Come maid, comemare, be not afraid.Poor Tom will injureno-one���In a time of power,truth needs to be indisguise,� Thom adds.The man behind theimage is ThomWoodruff, a powerfuland enthralling per-formance poet. Hiswork is improvisational� so no performanceis ever the same twice,

but constantly renewedby this poett�s never-fading energy.Originally fromAustralia, he has madehis home base inAustin, Texas. There,he runs the AustinInternational PoetryFestival (AIPF) andlocal venues such asthe weekly Café Mundiand the monthlyExpressions.Thom is a rarebreed indeed in thepoetry world. He earnshis keep solely fromhis bardic activities.Over the years, hisperformance pieceshave been encapsulat-ed within the pages of75 self-publishedbooks. Both a testa-ment to his eloquentand experimental poet-ry as well as his prolif-ic mind.He started improvis-ing poetry by chantingback in 1973 at theRainbow Festival. AsThom explains:�Musicians backed meup and soon hundredswere dancing to thewords and music.�Later, he began dis-tributing free broad-sheets of poetry on the

streets of Melbourne�when it became obvi-ous that no-oneremembered theimprovisations�. Hechanged to bookletswhen it became appar-ent that no-one valuedthe free sheets ofpoetry.He established theAIPF in 1991 after vis-iting a poetry festival inthe park there. Afterreceiving a firm �no� tohis request to perform,he became determinedto found a venue opento all. The same yearhe visited Bradford forthe first time. �I wasimmediately andwarmly welcomed intotheir circle so I havereturned for the lastdecade,� he says.During his time inBradford he has sup-ported bothInterchange and theBeehive Poets. Healso runs workshopsfor MIND, YorkshireArts Circus and alsoschools.Despite being wel-

coming to this �ambas-sador� of poetry,Bradford is not withoutits problems he notes:�Bradford has a fragileseries of circles thatseem to ignore eachother � they do notseem to want to gooutside their comfortzones.�Beehive poetsrarely come to theMelborn or thePriestley. This needsto change.�Fair criticism � or acomment based on hisobvious lack of yearround involvement inthe local scene? Nomatter, just catch himon his next visit laterthis year, and enjoy hisdazzling performanc-es.�It�s time to talk andlisten,� he says. �Togive new faith to oraltraditions, to memoryand re-imagineering(sic), to improvise andtake big risks. Leavethe texts behind andmake it up as you goalong. I do!�

HE came, he saw, he wowed us with hisverse, he buggered off again. Yes, thatwas Thom the World Poet who concludedhis latest tour at last month�s Orpheus.Thom has been a regular visitor to theUK and to Interchange events over theyears. This time Tyke Writer editor MarkCantrell managed to collar him before hehurried to catch is flight back to theStates. Here�s what he had to say...

Thom  ta lks   worldly   words
Thom asseen at lastyear�sPaddingtonInternationalPoetryFestival
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The Tyke Writer isthe monthlynewsletter of theInterchange (BradfordWriters� Network).For further details ofthe group, or to getinvolved, come down tothe Priestley Centre forArts, Chapel Street,Little Germany,Bradford. Or contact:Carol Solorz, secre-tary: 01274 570006
Email: interchange@brad.communigate.co.uk
Web: http://www.com-munigate.co.uk/brad/interchangeEditorial contribu-tions are wel-come, but will beedited for space andstyle. All contributions mustbear the author�s name,which may appear as abyline. Contributions arealso preferably receivedin type written form.Opinions expressedin this publication arenot necessarily those ofthe Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network).Copyright on all workis retained by the origi-nal authors.Editor: Mark CantrellContact:
Tel: 07986 234372Fax: 0870 1643314Email: tykewriter@supanet.com

Copyright  (C)November 2002

P l o t   n i g h t   p o e t r y

AUDIENCESYorkshire andYorkshire Artshave launched�Yorkshire: Capital ofthe Word� to empha-sise the region as abirthplace of literarytalent and celebratecreativity in theregion.Over the next fewmonths over 200events will showcaseYorkshire talent, suchas the literary festivalsin Ilkley, Sheffield,Beverly and Hull.�Yorkshire has pro-duced and providedinspiration for some ofthe finest writers the

world has seen,� saysthe initiative�s HaideeBell. �Over the nextfew months Yorkshirewill play host to lead-ing exponents of fic-tion, biography andpoetry and encouragehome-grown writers ofall ages to cash in onthe creative vibe.�A booklet has beenpublished detailingCapital of Wordevents, and informa-tion can also beobtained from thewebsite at http://www.digyorkshire.com. Mark Cantrell

Capita l   words

PLOT Night wentoff with a poet-ic bang thisyear, withInterchange mem-bers joining a host oftalent at the LoveApple cafe for anevening of anti-warperformance.The night was notan Interchange event,but it was organisedby Karl Dallas onbehalf of the local Stopthe War coalition,which opposes war onIraq. Organised as afund raiser, the nightgenerated more than£200 to help fund thecampaign�s anti-waractivities.Among the perform-ers were BruceBarnes, Karl Dallas,Rahel Guzellian,Rachel Taylor, Co-

Darajo, Janet Wood,Patrick Blues, EddieLawler and KevinFlaherty.  The headlineperformer was singersong writer Roy Bailey.�Poetry is a creative impulse,� said eventorganiser Karl Dallas.�We are trying to buildup a tidal wave ofpublic opinion againstthe war using � inthis instance � poetryand song to bind peo-ple together as a forcefor peace.�Lesley McGorrigan,the local Stop the Warconvenor added:�Poetry can�t stop war,but I do think it canstimulate and motivatepeople. We canprotest and have funwhile doing it.�And a good timewas certainly had byall.
Mark Cantrell

Above: Co-Dajaro playto stop the war at theLove Apple on PlotNight


