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Poetry  does  justicein  cause  for  peaceInterchangeMeets @...
Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network) meetsevery Tuesday from8pm at the IrishDemocratic League,Rebecca St, justbehind the NewBeehive, Westgate.The sessions areinformal and providea sounding board formembers� work, aswell as constructivecriticism and feed-back should this berequired.Support, encour-agement and wordsare at the forefront ofthe group�s activities,and all kinds of writ-ing is welcomed:poetry, short and longfiction, plays, mem-oirs, articles andsongs.
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Inside thisissue...Twin horrorscommemoratedin poetry, Thom�snext date, Ilkley�s30th, the sweet-ness of novel-writing... BACK ISSUES FROM: http://www.tykewriter.supanet.com/tw/

Continued on page 2...Dive  intothe  jazzBEEHIVE Poets areonce more runningNightdiver: anevening of poetryand jazz with ChrisBousfield and read-ings by the group�spoets.The event is to takeplace at the Cellar Barof the New Beehivepub on Westgatestarting at 8.45pm onMonday 13th October.

CDs  for  peacePEACE Not War is a two CD compilation ofanti-war music produced by Kelly andMudge. They are even now working on thenext collection to be released next year.DJ Disorientalist spoke about their activities at thePoetry For Peace & Justice event at the Love Apple.A whip round for their activities raised over £72.The first compilation raised over £25,000 to fundthe activities of a diverse range of non-violent anti-war protests and other peace groups. IThe next set of CDs will be released on 15thFebruary 2004. The deadline is the 5th January. Among the musicians involved so far are AsianDub Foundation, Fun-Da-Mental, Mark Thomas, BillyBragg, The Libertines and others. According to DJDisorientalist, performance poetry is also welcome.For more information visit: http://www.peace-not-war.org. Email: music@peace-not-war.org. Tel: 020775154702.

PEACE has fea-tured heavy inthe pages ofTyke Writer for morethan a year now.Given world events,that is hardly surpris-ing, as poets havebeen inspired to bothdissent and lament atthe violence and warin the world.Just over a yearago, Seema Gill and

Richard Heleylaunched Sundoves,Bumblebees & BlueStreak Bananas, ananthology of peacepoetry produced inresponse to the hor-rors of 9/11. Individualpoets have taken theirstand not just on thestage, but at demon-strations against war,and Karl Dallas wentforth to Iraq as a

human shield. All ofthat has � of necessi-ty � been recorded inthe pages of f TykeWriter.Poets have a longhistory of dissent andpolitical protest, andthe same applies tothis day.The theme of peacecontinued last monthwith Poetry for Peace& Justice, held at theLove Apple café. Theevent was organisedby Sam Jackson tocommemorate the vic-

Two horrific events that occured on the samedate but years apart were commemorated inpoetry and song. Mark Cantrell reports...
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Poetry   for   peace  &  jus t ice
tims of two terribleevents that took placeon the 11thSeptember. �September 11 is abig thing in peoples�minds for the criminalattack on the TwinTowers,� Sam told theaudience when heopened the night, �butwe are also thinking ofall the victims ofGeorge Bush�s war onterrorism. It�s also asignificant date as itsthe 30th anniversary ofPinochet�s coup

against Allende inChile.�Though separatedby time and space,they neverthelessshare the same igno-minious �birthday�. Theterrible links don�t endthere. Both killed thou-sands, both were bla-tant attacks on democ-racy, and both were �depending on yourpolitical point of view� the direct and indi-rect results of BigPower politics.s.Both of these terri-ble events killed thou-sands of innocent peo-

ple. Those victimswere commemoratedin poetry and song, bya diverse wealth of tal-ent that gathered atthe Love Apple.It was a heady com-bination of poetry andpolitics. Indeed, asJohn Sugden of theBeehive Poets said atthe beginning of hisact: �It�s a rare chanceto read politicalpoems.��It�s a bit like fractalpolitics I suppose,�Sam said. �You put outthe idea and it�s amaz-ing how many peopleget in touch with you.There seems to be alot of poets in Bradfordwho have beeninspired by certainevents, fromSeptember 11onwards. I get theimpression there�s a�democracy of poetry�out there. A wide vari-ety of performancepoets, folk singers andclassical poets likeGerard Benson andSteve Wilkinson. Ihope they kind of over-lap [tonight] in a kindof sharing of ideas andviewpoints. As BillyBragg said with music,it�s like a culture of dis-sent. What poetry cando is to be part of thatdissent.�Sam recently com-pleted a PhD in litera-ture and now, when heis not looking after histwo-and-a-half-year-olddaughter, does someteaching at the col-lege. He organised thenight as an individual,though he is active inthe anti-war move-ment.Many of the per-

formers had in factcontributed to thePoets4Peace antholo-gy mentioned above,and some even readtheir works out fromthat anthology. Amongthe line up was SteveBindman, with MosesEkebusi on Africandrums, Bruce Barnes,Karl Dallas, GerardBenson, SteveWilkinson, GloriaDallas, Joe Ogden andmany more.Each contributed towhat was an excellentevening of perform-ance, with diversepoetry that was oftenpolitical, frequentlypoignant and humanlymoving. Bruce Barnes� naturally � was hisown unique self withhis performance usingmore than just wordsbut sounds, cries,wails and motion. WithBruce, performance isa whole-body visualand auralexperience.e.Poetry For Peace &Justice proved anexcellent night of per-formance, on a seriousissue. Though-provok-ing as well as enter-taining: it showed thatpoetry is still as power-ful dissenting voice asit ever was.

Lit -Fest   hitsthe  markIT�S a landmark year for the IlkleyLiterature Festival, having reached thegrand young age of thirty, writes MarkCantrell. To mark this year, the festival will see thelaunch of a children�s lit fest, a fringe festival,the first poetry pub crawl as well as a host ofevents, workshops and readings by writers ofevery ilk and hue.Some of the names on the list include AlexeiSayle, Melvyn Bragg, M Y Alam, David Gill,Kate Adie, Martin Bell and more, so there�splenty for everyone.The festival kicks off on 3rd October andruns until the 19th October. The event�s director, Rachel Feldberg con-siders 30 to be the ideal age to capitalise onthe Festival�s past achievements and also lookforward to the future.�We want to use this landmark year as astarting point,� she says, �to rediscover theFestival�s roots and at the same time move for-ward and consolidate our position as one of thecountry�s leading literary events. And of coursewe want everyone to have fun in the process.�For more information on the Festival and itswealth of events visit the website athttp://www.ilkleyliteraturefestival.org.uk. Or callthe Festival box office on 01943 816714.

Continued from page 1
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AFTER months of tinkering Joe Ogden hasfinally published his first poetry collection,Love Lost.Originally, he �published� it earlier this year, butafter a glowing review in Tyke Writer, he went backto perfecting his baby. Now the offspring has bornfruit and the book is available from Joe direct.The 34-page book costs £3.50 so catch Joe at apub and buy a poem with your pint.

Catching  a  dream
BRADFORD�S Joolz Denby is part of a hostof literary talent chosen by Dreamcatcher forreadings and workshops in the UK.The Dreamcatcher magazine has expandedrapidly since 2000, it says, and it has likewiseexpanded its activities in public events. Recentlyit has taken part in the South Bank PoetryLibrary�s Programme of Digitisation and alsoSheffield�s Off The Shelf Festival.Joolz will be joined in the selected line up by:Kathryn Daszkiewicz, Ian Parks, India Russell,Andrew Oldham, Julia Davis, Graham Mort,Rennie Parker, Peter Lewin, Paul Sutherland,Nell Farrell, and Chris Tutton.Together they cover a wide expanse of writ-ing: poetry, crime writing, fiction, factual and lit-erary criticism, short stories, novels, film, televi-sion and radio.For more information on Dreamcatcher�sselected host or their programme of readingsand performances contact:dcpoets@lycos.co.uk. Or phone:07790 585114.Pushing  poetryAUDIENCES Yorkshire is planning a boostfor poetry in the region with a serious mar-keting drive in the coming months.The organisation has secured a budget of£5,000 for leaflets, mailshots and other activitiesintended to give verse a boost.Developing awareness of poetry throughoutYorkshire is the major objective of the cam-paign, along with raising audiences at events.Check out the site at http://www. digyorkshire.com for more information.National  poetryTHE Independent newspaper is sponsoringthis year�s National Poetry Competition.Organised by the Poetry Society, the compe-tition offers poets the chance to pit their wordsagainst entrants from all over the globe. Winners will win from £500 to £5,000, with afurther ten recommended poems earning theirauthors £50. The closing date for entries is 31October 2003.Judges for this year�s contest are PaulFarley, Medbh McGuckian, Grace Nichols andthe chair is Debbie Taylor.The fees for entry are£5 for the first poem then £3 for each subse-quent entry.For more information pick up aleaflet from the library or visit http://www.poet-rysociety. org.uk.

THOM the WorldPoet returns toBradford inOctober, when he willbe performing at theLove Apple cafe.This is � allegedly� Thom�s last tour, butsince he has beensaying that for severalyears, you might wantto mark the date incase this time it�s true.The Australian-turned-Texan is afamiliar face in the dis-trict�s literature scenehaving performed andgiven workshops at avariety of venues overthe last decade.Among his venues thisyear are: CastlefordForum (Oct 4),

Castleford Schools(Oct 7), Stockport withDarren Poyzer (Oct 9),Widnes with DarrenPoyzer (Oct 10),Voices Off!(Cheltenham LiteratureFestival) (Oct 11),Greenfield with DarrenPoyzer (Oct 13),Yorkshire Arts Circus(all day workshop) (Oct14), Cathedral PoetsWakefield (evening)(Oct 16), SheffieldFestival (mornings)(Oct 20-24).See him live and inthe flesh at the LoveApple cafe on October22 from 8pm. Tickets:£4. Mark Cantrell

Thom�s  last  gig

Win  with  poetryENTRANTS toInterchange�s firstpoetry competi-tion will find out if theyare a winner at a forth-coming performanceevent to be staged atthe Irish DemocraticLeague.The evening on the7th October will featureopen mic poetry per-formances byInterchange regulars,along with theannouncement of thecompetition winners. Thelucky entrants will thenhave the opportunity toread their work on stage(or have it read bysomeone else if they feeltoo shy!).

Nick Toczek kindlyagreed to do the judging.At time of writing,there is still time to enter.Each poem should beunnamed and accompa-nied by a £2 cheque/POmade out to �Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network)�. Poem titlesshould be listed on anaccompanying lettertogether with contactdetails. Don�t send origi-nals. Entries should besent to: Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network), The Bungalow,50 Chapel Lane,Queensbury, Bradford,BD13 2QA. Deadline is20 September.
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The Tyke Writer isthe monthlynewsletter of theInterchange (BradfordWriters� Network).For further details ofthe group, or to getinvolved, come down tothe Irish DemocraticLeague, RebeccaStreet,  behind the NewBeehive pub. Or contact:Carol Solorz, secre-tary: 01274 570006
Email: interchange@brad.communigate.co.uk
Web: http://www.com-munigate.co.uk/brad/interchangeEditorial contribu-tions are wel-come, but will beedited for space andstyle. All contributions mustbear the author�s name,which may appear as abyline. Contributions arealso preferably receivedin type written form.Opinions expressedin this publication arenot necessarily those ofthe Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network).Copyright on all workis retained by the origi-nal authors.Editor: Mark CantrellContact:
Tel: 07986 234372Fax: 0870 1643314Email: tykewriter@supanet.com
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K e e p i n g   y o u r   s w e e t sWRITING anovel is noeasy under-taking, but then nei-ther is trying to reha-bilitate the criminallypsychotic, orattempting to jugglesixteen bananaswhilst blindfolded.Why do we writenovels? Do we do it for theincredible sense ofachievement thatresults when the sweathas dried and the inkhas settled onto thatcrisp pile of folios?Or do we pour forthour tortured prosebecause we want tosee our name stackedhigh and proud in thelobby of Waterstones?For love or money? Or both. I know which side Iam on and I refute theclaim that writing anovel is actually a tor-turous, soul-sappingexperience as GeorgeOrwell might have youbelieve. If it�s that love-less and hard thenwhy bother in the firstplace? I don�t runmarathons because itwould not give me anysense of enjoyment orsatisfaction and Iwould most likely haveto stop every couple of

miles for a Regal kingsize.Writing a novel is afabulous experience, ajourney into new terri-tory, a creative dancethrough your ownmind, a rip-roaringrush of white hot pas-sion that bursts out ofyour fingers and ontothat battered key-board. Yes it is not easy,but what is easy in thislife?And who are youwriting for? If you write for your-self the task becomesthat much simplerbecause you have noaching fear of what soand so publisher mightthink of your work.Selling a novel is hard-er than writing it, nodoubt about that. Butafter a few rejectionletters you might reachthe point like I did,where you think, wellsod them all. I do nothave to prove myselfto anyone here; I havenothing to prove and Iwrite for the love ofwriting and the enjoy-ment that it gives meand that is enough. To be published isnot necessarily to bean accomplished writer(Jeffrey Archer �erm�.. shite is the

word I am looking for).If you do not live inLondon and refuse tosuck up to the publish-ing fraternity then youare up against it. Are these the wordsof a disillusioned andbitter unpublishedwriter? Absolutely not.Agents, publishers,what exactly are thesepeople? Do they do itfor the love or for theMONEY? Work it outfor yourself. But I knowone thing, we can existwithout them, but theycannot exist withoutus. If there were noartistic talent thenthese people would beworking in a call cen-tre. Think about it, theygive you 10% of theprofits. Imagine as achild if you made 10sweets (unlikely I knowbut I struggle withexemplification). Thensomeone comes alongand says I will sellthose for you but I willjust pay you for one ofthem.Do me a favour. Personally I do notwant to get into bedwith Satan. I wouldrather be the humble(and skint, but sowhat?) God of my ownuniverse. I am keeping mysweets because Imade them myself.Ten last longer thanone.

Jan Henek responds to last month�sarticle about writing a novel


