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In  their  own  wordsInterchangeMeets @...
Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network) meetsevery Tuesday from8pm at the IrishDemocratic League,Rebecca St, justbehind the NewBeehive, Westgate.The sessions areinformal and providea sounding board formembers� work, aswell as constructivecriticism and feed-back should this berequired.Support, encour-agement and wordsare at the forefront ofthe group�s activities,and all kinds of writ-ing is welcomed:poetry, short and longfiction, plays, mem-oirs, articles andsongs.
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Inside thisissue...Biasan launchesbook by asylumseekers, competi-tion winnersannounced,Thom�s last gigand more... BACK ISSUES FROM: http://www.tykewriter.supanet.com/tw/

ASYLUM seekersin Bradford gotthe chance puttheir side of therefugee story thismonth, when a bookof poetry and prosecalled Dispersed waslaunched at thePriestley.The book is writtenin English and Frenchand is published byBiasan, the BradfordImmigration andAsylum Support andAdvice Network.It features writing byasylum seekers livingin Bradford fromdiverse parts of theworld. The contentsrange from a harrow-ing account of a youngboy�s journey to a col-lection of traditionalKenyan proverbs.There is also fiction.Dispersed also fea-tures a foreword bythe Bishop of Bradfordand an afterword byTerry Rooney MP.The book launchtook place on the mainstage, following a pro-duction of BannerTheatre�s MigrantVoices. Contributorsread their work to the

audience.Contributor LiliyaSazanavets, fromBelarus, told TykeWriter: �All people arehuman beings so it�svery difficult to talk[about the experi-ences] of groups ofpeople, but I think ifsomeone decides toleave their countrythen it�s a very difficultdecision. To under-stand us, put yourselfin our position, then Ithink it would be easierto understand whathappened to us.�The book was co-edited by RichardHargreaves, a volun-teer English teacherwith Biasan andWaiharo Gibson, aKenyan refugee. Thebook emerged fromHargreaves� classes,when several studentsbegan to write abouttheir experiences. Theconcept of the bookdeveloped form there.Hargreaves said: �Ithink that some of theasylum seekers arequite depressed, andbeing able to writemight help them. I

hope it will encouragemore people to try andexpress their experi-ences. It�s good towrite, and people havestories to tell and sohelp people to hearand understand.�After the play andbook launch, the after-noon ended with ashowing of the awardwinning film Rights ofPassage by KurdishIraqi refugee DanaJalal. The film wonacclaim at the LondonIndependent FilmFestival.The event wasorganised by Biasanas part of BlackHistory Month.Deb Collett ofBiasan said: �We hopeto raise the profile ofasylum seekersthrough the book andplant ourselves firmlyin the context of BackHistory Month andinternational struggle.This is another expres-sion of people gettingtogether and makingtheir voices heard.�The book can bebought by sending acheque for £3 (madepayable to �Biasan�) toBiasan, 17-21 ChapelStreet, Bradford, BD15BP. Post and packingis included in the price.

Asylum seekers gained a rare chance to puttheir stories across with the publication of anew book. Mark  Cantrell reports
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A n d   t h e   W I N N E R i s . . .
THREE luckypoets ended upa little richerafter winningInterchange�s firstpoetry competition.The winning poetswere announced at aspecial evening of per-formance poetry at theIrish DemocraticLeague, which fea-tured many of thepoets who entered.They were kept on ten-terhooks throughoutthe first half of theevening, before thewinners were finallyannounced.Winning the thirdprize of £25 was JanetThrossell fromUndercliffe with AndThe Jag�d ScroachingOf The CorbiesOblivion To The EarsOf The Dead.It proved a mouthfulof a title for a mouthful

of a poem filled withstrange and interest-ingly inventive combi-nations of words.Unfortunately, Janetwasn�t able to be atthe event, so it fell toco-organiser DianeJohnson to read thepoem.A difficult task, asshe herself did notknow the winner untilshortly before theevening, and so wasunable to practice. �I�mnot doing this justicebecause it is difficult toread,� she said, �onlythe writer could dothat.� All the same, shedid a good job in get-ting the poem across,but it would have beennice to hear theauthor�s voice presentthis intriguing piece ofwork.The second prize of

£50 was grabbed byBarbara Klempka fromKeighley with herpoem Out of Bounds.Top prize was acool £100 and thatwas taken by PeterWyton with his poemSuicide Bomber. Peterwas another non-attendee, but giventhat he lives inGloucester that�s hard-ly surprising, so thecheque is in the postas they say.�It was a wonderfulevent with a goodturnout and some love-ly poems. I reallyenjoyed it,� Diane said.From the 100entries received byInterchange a shortlistof 30 was produced.Final judging was doneby Nick Toczek, whotook time out of a busyschedule to determinethe winners.Judging was doneblind.Before the winnerswere announced byMC Joe Ogden, theaudience was treated

to readings from someof those who enteredthe competition, aswell as someInterchange regulars.Joe even kicked thenight off with a poemfrom his new antholo-gy Love Lost. Later,Diane was persuadedto read us her poemexplaining why she�snot chuffed with a cer-tain person from heryouth.Other readers were:Chris Pope who proba-bly summed up manypeople�s feelings whenhe confessed: �This isthe first time I havedone this, so excusethe nerves.�It�s not an easy taskto stand in front offriends, let alonestrangers, and readout poems.After Chris therewas Rosie Raju whoread I Couldn�t See.She later read two ofher poems that wereincluded in the booksIn Natural Harmonyand Twilight Echoes,both by TriumphPress.Graham Cansdalewas Cast Adrift butInterchange threw hima line. He was followedby Betty Wildsmith,Jack Toothill, CarolHall, Barbara Klempka,Bruce Barnes, SylviaShackleton, DoreenBrook, and last but notleast Dennis Stanley.The competition andthe winning night wereorganised by DianeJohnson and KevinFlaherty, with assis-tance from JeanRobinson. Well done all

YORKSHIRE-based pub-lished Smith/DoorstopBooks is offering free sam-ples of a forthcoming anthologythrough mobile phone text mes-sages.The poems all fit into standardSMS format (160 characters orless) and those who sign up willreceive five poems over five days.The use of SMS technology isthe first time the publisher has triedthis approach to allow potentialbuyers to �try before they buy�.

The poems come from the forth-coming anthology Text Messagesby Andrew Wilson.Participants will receive a 20 percent discount on the price of thebook. To sign up for the five freepoems enter YES as a text mes-sage and send to 07781 486499.For more information contactJanet Smith at Smith/DoorstopBooks. Tel: 01484 434840.Email:edit@poetrybusiness.co.uk.

T r y   B 4   U   B u y

Entrants to the Interchange poetry competi-tion gathered to hear each other�s entries anddiscover who was the winner. Mark  Cantrellreports on a successful event...
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Don�t  Get  Mad,  Get  Even  Better
IT is a truth univer-sally acknowl-edged that a writerwho does not read, isa writer that writesonly about them-selves. There are practicaladvantages to readingthe work of others.Firstly it allows you togauge the standard ofyour own work. But,more importantly itallows you the oppor-tunity of plagiarism. Ofcourse, open copyingis not to be encour-aged but who�s to sayhow much you canborrow?I use this a startingpoint.I have been writingseriously now for 18months, in that time inthe folder markedpoetry there are some200 poems. Andrecently I have foundmyself going back tothe earlier poems andrereading them. At the risk of beingpost-modern, and evenslightly Maoist, thisreassessment of thework has thrown upsome interestinginsights.The most glaringlyobvious insight is the

sheer reproduction ofideas and rhythms. Weall have tricks that welike to use, eventhough we may notadmit them openly.And we all have key-words. In my case;sun, moon, moth,meat, and various ref-erences to monkeysand fish (due to beinga Piscean and aMonkey in the Chinesehoroscope). The second obser-vation was the sheeramount of rhyme.Which is perhaps whythese poems havebeen largely unreadfor so long.I studiedShakespeare underJudith Gick, whotaught at RADA fromthe 1950s, and one ofthe things that Iremembered her say-ing was that in generalit was possible to tell ifthe scene was dramat-ic or comedic by theuse of rhyme. If theverse was blank thenthe intention of thescene was serious andvice versa.Yet there are those,Sophie Hannahamongst them, whoclaim poetry has to

rhyme or it isn�t poetry.Which is a little sillysince this would makethe tale of the youngwoman from Ealing, apoem, but not the �tobe or not to be� solilo-quy from Hamlet. And there is a com-mon misconceptionthat modern poetrydoes not rhyme. Whichis a little silly since thiswould exclude SophieHannah.Whatever the case,I found myself wonder-ing if the reason forbreaking with this earlyexperiment with rhymewas really an attemptto write more seriousverse. Yet, now I findmyself in the happyposition of thinking thatthe early stuff offersendless opportunitiesto plagiarise, sorryrewrite.  A third theme Inoticed was that it waspossible to see exactlywhat poets I was read-ing when the poemwas written. Andknowing how the poemwas written, exactlywhat chunks I hadripped off. And I don�tfeel guilty because thepeople from who Ihave borrowedrhythms and ideas, gotthem from somewhere. I suppose thatattending a writers cir-cle does bridge this

gap, offering theopportunity to hearand discuss the workof others but it is still ofonly limited use whencompared to readingthe work and consider-ing it in your own time.You will find that eventhe work of those youcan�t, stand has ahabit of becominglodged in a part ofyour brain marked, �notthe stuff I usuallywrite,� or �where didthat come from?�The other advan-tage is that it mighthelp to break you outof your tricks andreliance on keywords.And going backthrough your workdoes offer the opportu-nity for rediscovery. Ileave you with thisironic little ditty.T h e  B i t t e rT r u t h
We might not like it butit�s truepoets are not like meor you:They have degreesand poetry voices;Publishers, readings,literary choices.
We might not like it butit�s truepoets are not like meor you
Be lucky.

What have plagiarism, the nature of poet-ry and Sophie Hannah got to do witheach other? Well, Jeremy Young revisit-ed his old work and came up with the fol-lowing suggestions...
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The Tyke Writer isthe monthlynewsletter of theInterchange (BradfordWriters� Network).For further details ofthe group, or to getinvolved, come down tothe Irish DemocraticLeague, RebeccaStreet,  behind the NewBeehive pub. Or contact:Carol Solorz, secre-tary: 01274 570006
Email: interchange@brad.communigate.co.uk
Web: http://www.com-munigate.co.uk/brad/interchangeEditorial contribu-tions are wel-come, but will beedited for space andstyle. All contributions mustbear the author�s name,which may appear as abyline. Contributions arealso preferably receivedin type written form.Opinions expressedin this publication arenot necessarily those ofthe Interchange(Bradford Writers�Network).Copyright on all workis retained by the origi-nal authors.Editor: Mark CantrellContact:
Tel: 07986 234372Fax: 0870 1643314Email: tykewriter@supanet.com
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Thom  says  farewel lAN era of UK �andBradfordian �poetry has finallycome to an end, withthe last gig of thelast tour of Thom theWorld Poet.Thom has been vis-iting Bradford everyyear for the last tenyears, such is theaffection he found forlocal poets.But now, theAustralian-turned-Texan, better knownas Thom Woodruff,has declared that thiswas it, when he per-formed at his final twogigs in Bradford.

But, he says thatevery year, so look outfor him again in 2004.Towards the end ofan exhaustive tour,Thom performed attwo venues here in thecity. The first tookplace at the LoveApple Cafe. The sec-ond took place at theWorld Café, run by theHudson StreetCommunity Centre,which was an addition-al venue organised byJoe Ogden.Local performancepoets, some newcom-ers and many veteransof the performancescene, joined him for

two excellent gigs.Among these wereAnzir Boodoo, BruceBarnes, MosesEkebusi, JeremyYoung, and others.At the World Cafégig, Darren Poyzer co-starred along witThom, and poet SheilaAtkinson read worksfrom her first poetrycollection (see itembelow).�Poetry is a worldlanguage, not just aBritish language or anAfrican language, itbelongs to everyone,�Thom said.Mark CantrellT a k e   a   c o u n t r y   j a u n tWalk ThisWorldmagazineis inviting writers totake a literary jauntto their favouritecountry in a competi-tion open to bothpoetry and prose.

Entrants can writeas many articles,poems or stories onthe theme of theirfavourite country asthey like, subject to themagazine�s normalsubmission guidelines.There is a prize of £20for the winner of eachcategory, and a year�s

subscription to the mag-azine for runners up.The closing date isthe 1 March 2004.A £2 entry fee forshort stories or articles,and £1 for poetry mustaccompany each entry.These must relate insome way to the themeof the author�s favouritecountry. Such as whatthey might like about thatcountry.Copyright for all sub-missions will be retainedby the author, but origi-nals must not be sent aswork cannot be returned.Articles can be up to1,000 words in lengthand 2,000 words forshort stories. Poemsmay be of any lengthand style.Send entries to MarkCope, Editor, Walk ThisWorld, PO Box 627,York, YO32 2WJ oremail walkthisworld@aol.com. Chequesshould be payable to�Mark Cope�.

Invi te  to  walkPOET Sheila Atkinson has published herfirst collection of poetry, writes MarkCantrellWalk This Way combines 31 pieces of workfor the generous sum of £4. The work is sepa-rated into separate themes, with graphic illus-trations.The full-time worker and mother has per-formed at a variety of poetry events, such asthose organised by Hear4Words. Most recently,she performed at Poetry on the Estate, thepenultimate gig in Thom the World Poet�s tour.�I thought it was time I pulled my work teth-er,� she said. �So you�re iinvited to Walk ThisWay, but not the way I do, �cos you�d get somefunny looks.�


